Prof. Harm Schutte and his colleagues of the Organizing Committee have given us another landmark on the path of successful IALP World Congresses. The 24th Triennial World Congress took place as scheduled in Amsterdam in the period 23-27 August, 1998. That wonderful congress was attended by 850 registered members.
It is, indeed, my pleasure to welcome you all to the 24th World Congress of the International Association of Logopedics and Phoniatrics (IALP) and to the splendid city of Amsterdam. It is a joy and pleasure to be hosted by our competent and kind-hearted Dutch colleagues, the 'Nederlenders', who graciously organized for us this 24th IALP World Congress.
Many of you attending here tonight are too young to be acquainted with the beginnings of IALP. Our Association is very old. Next year, in 1999, IALP will celebrate its 75th anniversary. It will be the year of IALP. Our forefathers and mothers established the Association in 1924. The newly born grew fast and in this mature age today it incorporates 56 Affiliated Societies and Individual Members from 54 countries, representing over 125,000 specialists in our field.
The pioneers worked hard to hand over to us an establishment that will guard, coordinate, and enhance internationally the scope of our specialty, which is human communicative sciences and disorders encompassing disorders of voice, speech, language, hearing, and swallowing. IALP has also become known as the 'non-' organization. As it is trying to reach its goals, IALP was declared a nongovernmental, nonprofit, nonpolitical and nondiscriminating organization. This guaranteed the very much needed neutral, tolerant, and humane profile of our Association. When I joined IALP as a young member I found widespread arms welcoming me in the big family. IALP is luckily still a big family.
While serving the needs of the communicatively disabled individual through clinical, research, and educational activities, IALP sponsors the triennial World Congress. The IALP World Congress is a forum of continued education, a medium of interaction between diverse disciplines, systems and cultures. It is also a haven where old friendships get reinforced and new ones are created.
The scientific program of the World Congress is so wide-angled to cover under the same ceiling all these domains of our specialty. A situation greatly needed in the light of the emerging tendency of subspecialization. Here we can interact and try to keep our specialty coherent despite subspecialization. The scientific pro-336 Folia Phoniatr Logop 1998; 50:335-340 IALP News gram of this congress is cleverly constructed to fulfill this task.
Our gracious hosts have planned for us an elegant social program. I am certain that most of us will take the opportunity to participate in some of its attractions. I strongly encourage you to explore and enjoy Amsterdam during your stay at the Congress. Amsterdam is not only a city of charming canals and houses with beautiful facades. Amsterdam is a Mekka of culture, the fine arts and the performing arts.
It is not the first time that the IALP World Congress has convened in the Netherlands. The first such congress after World War II took place here in Amsterdam in 1950. That was the first meeting after the last prewar meeting in Copenhagen in 1936. Those 14 years with minimal international contact were hard. I hope, and pray to God, that such a tragic interruption of our regular stimulating meetings will never ever be repeated.
Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends, members of the big family of the IALP, in the capacity given to me by our constitution I declare our 24th triennial World Congress officially opened. Committees IALP has at present 13 committees. A new committee was set up in Cairo -The Dysphagia Committee, chaired by Prof. Logemann. Among the many aims of this committee can be mentioned promotion of research and high-quality care of dysphagic patients throughout the world.
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Many of the committees have held meetings in the past 3 years and are also organizing seminars during this congress. One of the main charges of the IALP committees is to seek papers for publication in Folia Phoniatrica et Logopaedica and to take an active part in the review process. An outline of the activities of the committees will be published in 'IALP News'.
The History Committee is chaired by Dr. Don Cooper from the USA. The preparation of a new edition of the IALP History is one of the projects of this committee during the past term. This project is being led by Prof. Perelló in Spain.
Among the many activities of the Applied Audiology Committee, chaired by Prof. Herbert Oyer, can be mentioned the continued work on the curriculum for the training of an Audiology Assistant. In 1996, this committee also published a special audiology issue of Folia Phoniatrica et Logopaedica.
Also for this congress the Aphasia Committee chaired by Prof. Michel Paradis, Canada has prepared a report 'Pragmatics in Neurogenic Communication Disorders' with contributions by many members of the committee. The purpose of this work is to focus the attention of language pathologists and neurolinguists around the world on the importance of pragmatics in verbal communication and its disorders.
The chairmanship of the Child Language Committee was passed on to Sister Marie de Montfort in Cairo. IALP's Schools Committee was then amalgamated into the Child Language Committee. In 1996, a seminar was organized in Monterey, USA, with the former chair of the committee, Prof. Kay Butler, as the local organizer. A poster with information on the Child Language Committee, on child language research and developments in various countries was displayed at the ASHA convention in Seattle in 1996.
In 1997, the Cleft Palate Committee under the chairmanship of Prof. Jeno Hirschberg, Hungary published a special issue of Folia Phoniatrica et Logopaedica on cleft palate and cleft palate speech.
Education Committees: The subcommittee for education of logopedics, chaired by Prof. Kay Butler, USA has completed the 'Guidelines for Initial Education in Logopedics'. The aim was to establish guidelines which will permit worldwide recognition by IALP of programs for education of logopedists. An addition to the guidelines with the focus on education and training in underserved areas is being discussed during this congress.
The subcommittee for education of phoniatrics, chaired by Prof. Nasser Kotby, is continuing its plans for the implementation of courses within the main areas of phoniatrics to be taken by people wishing to achieve a IALP fellowship in phoniatrics.
The editorial procedures of the scientific journal of IALP, Folia Phoniatrica et Logopaedica, have been carefully investigated and reorganized by the Board. A standing committee comprising two medical doctors/ phoniatricians and two logopedists and chaired by the editor in chief, Dr. Soren Fex, Sweden was set up. A new contract between IALP and the present publisher, S. Karger in Switzerland was eventually signed after a long period of negotiations and comparisons of tenders from two different publishing houses. The majority of the Board were in favor of staying with Karger Publishing House in view of the long tradition of cooperation between this publisher and IALP.
In 1999 IALP will celebrate its 75th anniversary. In line with the Board's decision an organizing committee has been set up to make plans for the Göteborg Composium (a mixture between Congress and Symposium) to take place in Sweden on August 26-29. I would like to take the opportunity to welcome you to Sweden next year to help us celebrate IALP's first 75 years! Göteborg, August 1998 Ewa Söderpalm, IALP Secretary
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The 75th IALP Anniversary: The Göteborg Composium August 26-29, 1999 Under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Silvia
The International Association of Logopedics and Phoniatrics (IALP) was founded in 1924, when 65 representatives from the fields of logopedics and phoniatrics came together for a meeting, organized in Vienna by Dr. E. Froeschels. Since then the Association has developed into a large worldwide organization with more than 50 affiliated national societies and about 400 individual members. The 1999 anniversary will be held in Göteborg, Sweden. 
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